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REVIEWS OF BOOKS 

Notes on Politics and History. A University Address. By Viscount 
Morley, 0. M., chancellor of the University of Manchester. 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1914. 201 p. $1.00 
net) 
Lord Morley 's Notes on Polities and History is a little volume made 
up of a revised and amplified address delivered at the University of 
Mauchester, of which he is chancellor. Taking his departure from the 
coincidence that the address was delivered upon the "anniversary of the 
birth of Rousseau a couple of hundred years ago, ' ' Lord Morley first re- 
views the valence of that most remarkable writer, in whom he has a 
right to a peculiar interest, and then digresses upon some of the ' ' dozen 
books in political literature" that "rank in history as acts, not books." 
He finds some interesting and significant thoughts upon the value of 
history and politics, of their scientific method, of the growing range of 
history that imposes the necessity of specialization, and yet of the es- 
sential fact of the unity of history. His wide reading enables him to 
present some striking examples of the limitations of history when the 
historian seeks to judge of the future by the past, or even to draw par- 
allels between past aud present. He considers the contribution to civ- 
ilization made by several nations, and holds the balance with an even 
haud. 

It is needless to say that the book is discursive, or "dispersive," as 
Lord Morley himself calls it. The title well describes it: a bundle of 
notes, in which one may find many thoughts by one whose mind is both 
acute and well informed, but in which it is disappointing to find no 
definite central theme, no clue to guide one. 

Pierce Butler 

The Rise of the American People. A Philosophical Interpretation of 

American History. By Roland G. Usher, Ph. D. (New York: 

The Century Company, 1914. 404 p. $2.00) 

In this book the author has condensed our history down to 1850 into 

seventeen chapters aud devotes the remaining twelve to the last half 

century. Anyone at all familiar with the history of this country will 

know how difficult is the task of condensation at best, but with such a 

handicap as the author has thus voluntarily assumed for himself, the 

result could not be promising. The defects in the first portion of this 



